
five minutes; imbedding, cutting into sections, mounting and
drying; staining for one-half to four minutes with Mann's solu¬
tion (35 c.e. of 1 per cent, aqueous solution of méthylène blue
and 35 c.c. of 1 per cent, solution of eosin, plus 100 c.c. of dis¬
tilled water) ; brief rinsing in water; brief rinsing in absolute
alcohol; absolute alcohol, plus solution of soda, for fifteen to
twenty seconds; rinsing in absolute alcohol; water for one

minute; water plus acetic acid for two minutes; rapid dry¬
ing and imbedding. The Negri bodies were described in these
columns on page 1490 of volume xliv.—Ed.]

68. Extirpation of Semilunar Ganglion.—Pieri was unable to
detect anything abnormal in 8 rabbits after removal of part of
the celiac plexus. As soon as the wound had healed the ani¬
mals were apparently in normal health for months afterward.
The loss of the semilunar ganglion did not seem to have any
influence on the weight of the animals. Méthylène blue taken
into the stomach passed into the urine just as promptly as in
the sound animals.

69. Nitrate of Silver in Pneumonia.—Belfadel relates the
histories of 24 patients with pneumonia treated with 15 eg. of
silver nitrate daily. He remarks that the results were not such
as to encourage its further use.

73. Attitude in Asthma.—In differentiating the various
forms of asthma, Minervini lays great stress on the attitude
during the attack. In bronchial asthma the patient gets up
and goes toward a door or window seeking for air, supporting
himself by a chair or window frame, retaining his sense of
direction and coordination. If he can seize the back of a

chair with both hands he clings to it, his shoulders raised and
his body stooping forward. In cardiac asthma the patient is
much weaker during an attack. He sinks into a chair or sits
on the side of his bed, immovable, dumb, anxious, supporting
himself with his hands on the seat of the chair or bed beside
him. In uremie asthma the patient also assumes this position
from lack of energy to rise, but he is much agitated and tosses
his arms and legs about, the convulsive agitation sometimes
passing into a rapidly fatal depression. He gives illustrations
of the various types.

75. Typhoid Gangrene.—The robust young man whose case
is described succumbed to the effects of gangrene of the leg, a

complication of typhoid fever. He had injured his leg in a

bicycle accident a week before the onset of the typhoid. It
is possible that the trauma may have caused a place of lesser
resistance in the artery where the typhoid bacillus set up the
arteritis responsible for the fatal gangrene.

76. Recent Progress in Therapeutics.—Baccarani refers ex¬

clusively to Italy in his remarks. He congratulates his Italian
confrères on the marked caution they have displayed in accept¬
ing and using the new drugs with which the markets are being
constantly flooded. The tendency is constantly more apparent,
he says, to return to the old, tried remedies of the pharmaco¬
peia. "Why," he exclaims, "should we abandon the wealth of
material which the long and continued experience of men, past-
masters in the art of observing, has established as effectual?
All we have to do is to go over the indications for their use
with the aid of the lights of modern medical knowledge." In
regard to organ therapy he thinks that results have not justi¬
fied the high anticipations at first and that the subject requires
much more study before it is definitely accepted that the ex¬
tracts of certain organs are able to supplement the lacking, the
exaggerated or the perverted internal secretions of certain
organs. Vastly more encouraging is the outlook in what he
calls "the new branch of the medical sciences, medical surgery."
By this he means the close co-operation of the physician and
surgeon in affections such as cirrhosis of the liver, nephritis,
appendicitis, etc., and the therapeutic use of lumbar puncture.
He says that serum treatment in the hands of the Italians has
continued to give fine and durable results, as also the milk of
immunized cows. Lucatello treats anemia with serum from
animals previously treated with blood from anémies. Bacca¬
rani refers also to Bozzolo's successful treatment of leukemia
with the œ-rays, Tizzoni's encouraging experiences with radium
in rabies and the continued success of Baccelli's intravenous
injections of drugs in threatening conditions. The Italians
have also confirmed the importance of salt in dropsical affec-

tions, restriction of salt tending invariably to reduce the effu¬
sions.

77. Action of Formiates on the Circulation.—Livierato was
unable to discover any appreciable action on the heart or ves¬
sels from administration of formic acid or the formiates.

78. Percussion of the Sternum.—Landolfi has not'ced in¬
creased resonance over the sterum when there is a cavity in
the lung. When the resonance over the sternum persists as the
patient reclines, but vanishes when he lies on one side, this can
be accepted as a sign of hydrothorax or pyopneumothorax.
Banti was the first t

-

call attention - the retrosternal dullness
observed in case of pleurisy with effusion, which aids in differ¬
entiating it from pneumonic lesions. Livierato affirms that the
normal aorta does not «iter the plessimetric findings over the
sternum, but when the artery is dilated or altered by age there
is dullness. The dullness becomes more pronounced as the
trunk is bent forward. Enlargement of the right auricle is
also liable to induce dui · ess.

86. Tetanus and Subcutaneous Injections of Quinin.—Grix-
oni reviews the various cases on record in which tetanus fol¬
lowed subcutaneous injection of gelatin, vaccine or quinin. He
also relates experiences carried on at the Scuola d'Applica¬
zione di Sanità Militare to determine whether tetanus germs
can survive an ordinary solution of quinin. Tetanus spores
are able to live in solutions of quinin, such as are currently
used for subcutaneous injection, maintaining their vitality and
virulence for a long time. Heating the solution to 105 C. for
ten minutes or to 100 C. for twenty minutes always killed the
spores in his tests. His further experiences disproved the
assumption that injections of quinin have any influence on

tetanigenous germs which may be present in the organism in
the latent state. Fifteen years ago injections of quinin were

comparatively rare, yet 615 deaths from tetanus occurred
throughout Italy. The number has constantly declined, until
last year there were only 250, and 162 of these patients were
farm hands or stablemen. The military statistics have ceased
to list tetanus, showing that there has been no mortality from
this cause during the last few years, although the number of
injections of quinin is now very large. The cases of tetanus ob¬
served after subcutaneous injection of quinin must have been
due to contamination of the solution used, the germs finding a fa¬
vorable soil for developing in the conditions produced by the in¬
jection of the quinin in a hypertonic solution. The reason that
such accidents are not observed after injection of morphin, caf-
fein, strychnin, etc., is because these drugs do not cause anatomie
changes at the point of the injection. When the quinin was
dissolved in a physiologie saline solution no trouble of the
kind has ever been observed. This assumption that the tetanus
was the result of the development of the germs in the histo-
chemical lesions produced at the point of the injection is sus¬

tained by the fact that quinin by the mouth has never displayed
any general or local action in respect to tetanus. Grixoni re¬

fers frequently to Vincent's article, summarized in these col¬
umns on page 1646 of vol. xliv, 1905. He thinks that the re¬
sults in Vincent's cases were due to the destructive changes
induced by the concentrated solution which he used. The
osmotic tension of the blood must have been violently dis¬
turbed.
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